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The regular meeting for LaCrosse Community Pride met on 4/15/2026 with members Sarah Kane, Leann Roberts, Jamie Camp, Alex McGregor, Leslie Druffel, Desiree Chappell (ZOOM) and Alice Hopkins present. 

Minutes from 3/10/2026 were read and approved by Jamie Camp, seconded by Alex McGregor.

Alex McGregor reported on the Ice Age Floods museum project, how we could receive help from the State of Washington going through Legislative, Mark Schoesler and US Representative , Michael Baumgartner for help in completing the gas station visitor center/museum and Cafe projects.

Sarah Kane reported on the Grants that she has applied for. This includes the Hart Family Fund for Small Towns, Hartford Small Business Accelerator Grant, Lewis-Clark Valley Healthcare Foundation, and the T-Mobile Hometown Grant. These funds would be used for the Gas Station/Bunkhouses and Cafe and to beautify down town. She is waiting to hear back from them. 

Leann Roberts reported on the conference she had attended. She found out how to use the Wait List, how people who were Victims of Violence don't have to be put on a waiting list (if there is an open apartment available).  You can't count income on some people due to their circumstances to figure out what rent they should be paying.  There should be help for LCP on the MOR reports:  many other organizations are having problems filling out the reports. It was suggested by Leslie Druffel to make sure that everything with this needs to be documented for every tenant.

Leann Roberts reported on the Apartments where there is one tenant who has two cars; each unit has one parking spot for their use. There is also one car that has not moved for a very long time, what can be done with that issue. One apartment has three people now living in it.  They have started to store things in totes outside the back door of their apartment. It is organized, and the sidewalks are not blocked, but still taking up too much room. It was discussed that if LCP allows one apartment to do so, what keeps everyone else from doing it. A letter will be composed to let everyone know that there is a storage unit for each apartment to use, and the letter will be sent out to all tenants.

Sarah Kane reported on the progress on the Cafe.  There are still issues with the insurance; the Town of LaCrosse does have a rider on it. LCP will need to start advertising for an architect, and everything needs to be an open bid. Desiree Chappell offered to talk with Will Mandarino about the two buildings next to the Cafe.  Will Mandarino did say that he may be interested in a trade between these buildings and the Hay Station located in Hay WA. Alex McGregor stated that he would be willing to make this trade with Will.  LCP will need to advertise for the architect for 30 days, then for a contractor.  The architect would be the overseer of the whole project.  This may take three years to get completed.  During Farmers Festival, there will be three board members to present the Cafe project along with items from Jeanette Ping's display in the Gathering Place. 

Sarah Kane and Leann Roberts reported that the weeds have been sprayed around the Bunkhouses, and that the holes have been filled in, along with the painting has been completed.  The Cattle Cabin (#3), the stove needs to be moved, but the rest is ready to be put into use.  

Sarah Kane asked for help from the board members to weed, mow grass, and to clean up sidewalks in front of the Cafe. Jamie Camp offered to take care of the weeds around the Bunkhouses, Alex McGregor offered to supply the spray, and Alice Hopkins will clean up the sidewalk.  More Board members are needed; ask everyone you know if they would be interested. 

The Washington Main Street Executive Directors Meeting will be on April 30, 2026, starting at 9:30 am at the Library. A tour of LaCrosse will start at 11 - 12:30 pm. There may be 30-40 people attending.  Lois Startin and Peggy Bryan will be asked to be presenters during the tour.  Coffee and breakfast rolls will be offered.

Sarah Kane said that she will be out of town April 23-25th, and also May 5-10th 2026.

Next meeting will be Monday, April 27, 2026 at 7:00 am.

No further business was discussed; Desiree Chappell moved to close meeting, Alex McGregor seconded; motion carried. 

Submitted by: Alice Hopkins
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